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# And they paſſed through, declaring the conver fion of the Gentiles, , 
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My Dean Sth Mont ff Stent 1800, 


« = * WAS e to find, 
by 5 late letters, that the communications 
which I had made to you, from time to 
time, concerning the ſtate of religion in this 
part of the country, had been highly grati- 
fying to our friends in Edinburgh. As you 
have ſignified, to me the opinion of Dr 
Erſkine, Dr Hunter, and other reſpected 
friends, that the happy revival of religion 
amongſt us ought to be made more gene- 
rally known, and that it might be uſeful to 
publiſh an account of it; I ſhall now endea- 


vour to give a more cireumſtantial detail of 
its commencement and progreſs. I am able 
Hol | to 


911 


5 to do this with tolerable — 28 my 


memory is aſſiſted by written notes. I have 
no doubt that the concern about religion, 
which has been lately awakened in this 


15 Place, is already the ground of much rejoi- 


cing among the angels before the throne. 
Pity it ſhould not alſo engage, as extenſively 


ai ay be, the praiſes of our Chriſtian bre- 


thren on earth. 

| - The inhabitants of the Highlands have, as 
you know, the Scriptures in Galic, their 
native tongue. The New Teſtament, the 

book of Pſalms, and the Aſſembly's Shorter 


ſchoels. By theſe means, che people in this 


part of the country bad ſome knowledge ef 


che prineipal events in the hiſtory of the 
vreatiom and fall of man, and of our Savi- 
outs life, death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion; 
they knewalfo ſorme of the great ourlines 6f 


knowledge ef the principles of Chriſtianity 
was fuperficial and vonfyſed, and their reli- 
. Lious: "opinions Were in rniany important 


5 wy nw the Söſpel informs us a 


4 5 be reconciled” t God. The 


vs | „„ AR hap pPpinion 


Catechiſm,” have been long read in the 


Chriſtian dectrine; but in general their 


Very few, indeed, knew 


— 


121 2 - 


opinion of their ovn works ene 
them to the favour of God, and procuring a 


reward from his bounty, was almoſt uni ver- 
ſal,” It diſcovered itſelf in their ordinary | 
ſpeech, in their common remarks on more 
ſolemn occaſions, and in almoſt every reli- 

gious ſentiment that was uttered. Their 
apprehenſions of che demerit and conſe- 
quences of ſin were exceedingly, defective, 
I have heard many on a ſick-bed, after ac- 
were ſinners, deny that they ever did any 
ill. And in the view of death, they have 
derived their hopes of future bappineſs 
from the reflection that they had never 
abmex any meaning to cheir words, when 
they ſaid that they expected pardon! for 
Chriſt's fake. Being without the true know · 
ledge of God, of Chriſt, of the goſpel, uf 
their own character and Rate; they lived, as 
might be expected to themſelves and to the 
World. They were not indeed addicted to 
open vice, if we exbept lying and ſwearimg. 
They were rather diftinguithed for ſobriety, 
induſtry, and peactable behaviour. But 
gd were: (deſtitute. of aid 2 
Men 


| n d begin to pay a more ſerious 


1 


1— and adore an unſeen Goi 3 
but they cannot love or ſerve an unknown 
God. They may dread pain, or death, or 
eternal miſery; but that is not to fear God. 
Our people were ſtrangers alike to the true 
fear, and to the true love of God. They 
- had evidently little concern about tlie pre- 
ſent or the future ſtate of their ſouls. They 
attended church; and partook of the ſacra- 
_ mnenits, and reſted from their work on the 
Sabbath. But theſe outward obſervances 
were almoſt the only appearance of religion. 
There was little reading of the Scriptures at 
Home; ee eee ing of children 
| kardly lang finnily-vorſhip 5 no -religious 
_eor verſatior 4 ' no-/abouring, in any manner, 
for bereut which endureth unto everlaſt- 
ing life Evbn on the Lord's day, moſt of 
we dime win ſpent in loitering. viſiting, and 
Worldly talk; and on Aber, _ 47 K 


r een eee Ar of. 8 
In narrating! the means 575 which the 
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5 attention to their eternal intereſts, it is ne- 
ceſfiry'ro- ſay ſomething of my on caſe 
I as ſettled miniſter of this pariſh. in 1786, 


at the age: of twenty-two. | W I was 
817 | | not 


171 


not a © deſpiſer- of what was ſacred, yet f 


felt nothing of the power of religion on my 


ſoul. I had no reliſh for its exerciſes, nor 


any enjoyment” in the duties of my office, 
public or private. A regard to character, 
and the deſire of being acceptable to my 
people, if not the only motives, were cer - 
tainly the principal motives, that pronipted = 
me to any meaſure of diligence or exertion. 
I was quite well pleaſed when a diet of ca- 
techiſing was ill attended, becauſe my work 


was the ſooner over ; and I was always ſa- 


tisfied with the reflection, that, if people 
were not able, or did not chuſe, to attend 
on theſe occaſions, that Was no fault of 
mine. I well remember that I often hur- 
ried over that exetciſe with a good deaFof 
impatience, that I might get home in time 
to join a dancing party, or to read à ſenti- 
mental novel. My public addreſſes and 
prayers were, for the moſt part, cold; and 
formal. They were little regarded by the 
hearers at the time, and as little recollected 


afterwards. I preached againſt particular 


vices, | and inculcated particular virtues. 
But T had no notion of the neceffity of a 
radical — principle; for I had not 
| 0 learned 


. 


t 


5, 
A Eon che import of thoſe afſer- 
2 ure, that che earnal mind is 
| enmity againſt God; chat * that“ il ann man be 
in Chriſt he ib eee N 
erecpt A man be boru of nter 


Spirit; he cannot enter into the Kingdom ef 
S544 * ſpoke af making che fruit good; 


mere ſatlsſied w. 
* they nor prin a A- 
2 moſt. the on retmark made 2 e 
the diſcourſe, after leaving | 
% What a good, fermion. we 8g 
which another. Ne ay n 2 
* Many! good-adviees we 

1 mn Such a heartleſs | 


3 for Lo to. do my duty; and 
they as readily took credit 10 t eee 


a willingock wo 


/ 
J L ü 1 
N 90 / 
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Point which gave neither miniſter nor Pes 

ple much concern 
If there were eee the hw 
that time, who lived a life of faith, under 
the influence of pure evangelical principles, 
I did: not know them, nor was I qualified to 
diſcern and ' underſtand what ſpirit they 
were of, I have ſince had reaſon to believe 
that there were a very few ſpiritually-mind- 
ed perſons; but their life was hid, and they 
had left this wor Id, all but one qr twa, be- 
fore they could acknowledge me as a bro- 
ther. I was in a great meaſure ignorant of 
corruption of the human will, the fulneſs 
and freeneſs of the redemption which is in 
Chriſt, juſtification-by faith, and the neceſ- 
ſity of the Holy Spirit's agency on the hu- 
man ſoul; and what I knew not myſelt, 1 
could not declare to others. I never thought 
of praying for divine direction in my ſearch 
after divine truth. I believe I had read the 
Confeſſion. of Faith of our Church before 
I declared my belief of its contents; but 1 
had taken little pains to compare it with the 
Scriptures. I certainly did not diſtinctly un- 
n nor was I at all perſuaded of the 
'B truth 


e 


— — — — 9 — 
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truth of many propoſitions contained in it. 


Vet I do not remember that] had any ſcru- 


ples about ſubſcribing it as the confeſſion 


of my faith, or about declaring my aſſent 


to it foleranty, i in the preſence of that con- 
gregation whereof I was about to rake the 
Or anger” DIRT i 
While Twas yet ignorant of the rid; _ 
tmacquainted with Chriſtian experience, 
two | perſons, under conviction of fin and 


errors of conſeience, applied to mie for ad- 


© Fhey ſuppoſed that one in the office 


: a His miniſtry muſt of courſe be a man of 


God; and {killed in adminiſtering remedies 


for the diſeaſes of the ſoul. They were 
widely miſtaken in their jud gment of me; 


for T had learned leſs of the practice than of 
the theory of paſtoral duty. I ſaid ſome- 
thing to them in the way of advice, but it 
afforded them no relief. They were, how- 


ever, under the care of the good Phyfcian. 


He applied his own balm to their wounded 
ſpirits, and healed and bade them live.” 
Being progreſſively and effectually taught 
of God, they are both now eſtabliſſied, ju- 
dicious Chriſtians. Theſe are the firſt that 
n+ a to have been converted ſmee my in- 

cumbency, 


[ 11 1 


cumbency, but they cannot be ele 
the fruits of my miniſtr. 

Ihe Lord was now preparing to 3 0 
to himſelf a fuller harveſt in this place. He 
might have removed mie as an uſeleſs in- 
cumbrance, or rather an intervening obſta- 
cle; out of the way, and ſubjected me to 
the doom of the unprofitable ſervant; but 
he was graciouſly pleaſed to ſpare me, and 
viſit nie in mercy, and even to employ me 
as one of his inſtruments in carrying on his 
own work: Glory to his name, who com- 
manded light to ſhine out of darkneſs. 
The writings of pious men, which were put 
in my hands by one or another Chriſtian 
friend, were made the means of bringing 
me acquainted with the truths of the goſpel. 
Among theſe I may mention the works of 
the Rev. John Newton and Thomas Scott, 
as eminently uſeful to me. I was ſlow in 
receiving and embracing the doctrines 
maintained by theſe writers. By degrees 


however I was perſuaded that the were 
agreeable to Scripture, and that no doubt 
they muſt be admitted as true. I therefore 
durſt not preach any thn hich I concei- 


ved to be directly 1 to theſe doctrines; 
but 


" — —Cc——  —  — „ — __—— P 2 ls wr — 
e ˙ ˙ſ! . — ä — 
_ . — — — * * a 
. N K 5 . 
_ * 
* 5 : 
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but I brought them forward rarely, incor- 


rectly, and with aukward heſitation. The 
trumpet was ſounded, but it gave an un- 
certain ſound.” My preaching now con- 
ſiſted of a mixed kind of doctrine. I taught 
that human nature is corrupt, and needs to 


be purified; that righteouſneſs cannot come 
by the law; that we cannot be juſtified in 


the fight of God by our own works; that 
we can be juſtified only by the righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt, imputed to us, and received 


by faith. But in explaining the nature of 


ſaving faith, I conceived it as including ma- 
ny of its effects; a cordial acceptance of 
the plan of redemption by a Mediator, ar- 
dent gratitude to God our Saviour on ac- 


count of that redemption, devotedneſs to 


his ſervice, good-will to our brethren of 
mankind; in a word, every pious and be- 


nevolent diſpoſition of heart. I thought 
and taught, that, on our poſſeſſing this faith, 


ve ſhould, in confideration of it, have an 
intereſt in the redemption purchaſed by 


Chriſt, and conſequently: be accepted by 


God, and rewarded as righteous perſons. 
Thus, by a ſhort circuit, I arrived at the 
5 lame Point from which I had ſet out; ſtill 


”_ | e reſting 


1 133 


reſting a ſinner's acceptance with God of 
the conformity of his will to the divine 
law, and thus endeavouring to eſtabliſh a 
human righteouſneſs under the name of 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt. It was plain indeed 
that this conformity of the will to the di- 
vine law could be but imperfect in this life; 


yet, imperfect as it was, it muſt, in my ap- 


prehenſion, be the ground of our juſtifica- 
tion and acceptance with God. Here I 
ſtumbled on that ſtumbling-ſtone of Ancere 
obedience, in ſubſtance at leaſt," if not ih {6 
many words; imagining, like many in whoſe 


writings I have fince met with that opinion, 


that the great favour procured to men by 
' Chriſt's ſufferings and mediation, was a re- 
laxation of the divine law; and that ſincere, 


not perfect, obedience was all that was riow | 


required. This was another goſpel, 1 


e d ? - WW 
if") A WORST hich | 
oy * 


r R 


eee e e 


from the printed ſermons of a clergyman deceaſed. Re- 
© ligion, though it enjoins univerſal purity, an uniform obe- 


« dience to its laws, and grants no licenſe to fin, does not 
vyet require a total exemption from all ſuch failings as 


«+ ſtrict juſtice might pronounce faulty ; does not ex} 


us ſuch perfection as never to ſuffer ourſelves to be furpri- | 


© {ed into actions which, upon a'review, may appear cenſu- 
« rable. For if this were the duty, theſe the terms preſcri- 
| -« bed 


t 1 


Sich rds never be owned by God as the | 
golpel of his Son; nor accompanied by that 
GanRifying power which belongs excluſively 
to the truth. If it ſet any of my people on 
thinking, it only bewildered and miſled 
mem. They remained as before, unen- 
— and unchanget. 

The biographical — in che . 
Beal Magazine were principal means of im- 
prefling my heart, of opening my eyes to 
Aneſs, and a deſire after uſefulneſs. The 
power of divine grace 1 


« bed by 3 who conld 8 or 1 . 1 to Eck — 
* fimung purity ? There is not a juſt man that liveth upon 
© the earth, and Gnneth not. God alone is abſokite, immu- 
« table holineſs. He is indeed pure, unclouded light; and 
% in him is no darkneſs at all; no ſhades or ſpots in his 
1 But the brighteſt kun virtue is ſhaded with 
2 of iu r and blotted with various defects. Our ſu- 
* preme Lawgiver, therefore, does not expect abſolute per- 
A feQtiong but accepts us on the much lower condition of 
* ſineerity, i. e. of a predominant purpoſe and inclination to 
_* obey him, appearing in the habitual virtues of a good fc. 
| This is all the/obedicnce that human frailty can pay, and 
all that the divine mercy exacts. This it is to keep inno- 
sense, and take heed to the thing that is right; and that 
_* this will bring peace to he mind; both in this life and in 
tothe next, is a doctrine which: this diſcourſe is meant to il- 


ee Carr's: e Serm. 13. 


* 


k 15! 


in the compoſure; the joy, the triumph, with 
which many pious Chriſtians left the world, 
I faw their triumphant hope fapported, not 
by a complacent reflection on a welkſperit 
life, but by a confidence in the unmerited 

love of Chriſt, and in his power and wil“ 
lingneſs to ſave even the chief of ſinners. 
I was particularly ſtruck with the account 
of miniſters who had laboured with much 
diligence and ſucceſs, and had died at an 
early period of life, full of good fruits; 
while I, who had already lived longer, and 

been longer in the miniſtry than they, could 
not ſay that T had taken any pains with my 


people, nor that I had been the means of + 


reclaiming one ſinner from the error of his 
ways, or of ſaving one ſoul alive. The con- 
verſation and example of ſome perſons of a 
truly ſpiritual mind, to whoſe acquaintance 
1 was admitted, and who exhibited to my 
view what I found only deſcribed in written 
memoirs, conduced much to impreſs on my 
mind the truths with which I was gradually 
becoming 1 more acquainted. - I cannot omit 
mentioning, in this connection, the bleſſing 
I enjoyed in the preaching, the prayers, and 
the converſation, of that much fayoured ſer- 

yant 


z 

' 

| 7 

| 

{ 


1 

want of Chtiſt, the Rev. Charles gun of 
King's College, Cambridge. He was a man 
ſent from God to me; was my gueſt for 
do days in June 1796, preached in my 
church, and left a ſavour of the things of 
. > ever 
nn 

From that: time ] — to; dach and 
preach / Jeſus Chriſt, with ſome degree of 
knowledge and confidence, From Auguſt 
of ſermons on the fundamental doctrines of 
Ohriſtianity; following, for the moſt part, 


the ſelection and order of texts in the tract 


e F Wee 42 1 was how ena 
bled 


5 The texts in the above-named + Shaker are as Extlaws : ; 


Matth. xvi. 26. What is 'a man profited, if he gain the ” 


whole world, and loſe his OWn ſoul ? Or what ſhall A 
man give in exchange for his foul? 47 
1 John i 11. 4. Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the law. 
Rom. iti. 23, All have _— and come ſhort of the glory 
F of God. | 


| Gal. i ut. 10. Curſed is every one that 8 not in all 


* things that ar * written 
them, 
Rom. yi. 23. The wake of fin is death. - 
Adds xvi. 30. What ſhall I do to be faved ? 
Mark i i. 15. Repent ye, and believe the goſpel. 
j Frm; LI 15. This is a Faithful faying, and worthy of all ac- 
| ceptation, 


in the b book: of the law to dq 


1! 


\ 


1 uy . 


bled to ſhew, from Scripture, that all men 
are by nature enemies to God, diſobedient 
tõ his law, and on that account expoſed to 
his juſt indignation and curſe. I therefore 
addreſſed them, not as perſons who were al- 
ready, from education, birth-right, or local 
ſituation, poſſeſſed of ſaving faith and other 
- Chriſtian graces; but as ſinners, under ſen- 
tence of death, and who had not as yet ob- 
tained mercy. I did not, as before, merely 
1 n . Pa rticular faults or vices, 

__ e 90/000. 


2 2 chat Jeſus Chriſt came into the world, to fave 
* "ſinners, of whom I am chief. 

John vi. 37- Him that cometh to me I will in no with caft 

--_ . out. 

Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

1 Pet. ii. 7. Unto you which believe he is precious. 

Heb, xii, 14. Follow holineſs, without which no man ſhall 

ſee the Lord. 

Tit. is. 13. Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 

_ "appearing of the * God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Luke xi. 13. If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children; how much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the holy 92 1 to 11 that aſk 
him: 

Heb, xii. 27. W men once to die, ang al. 
ter this the judgment. 

Heb. ii. 3. How ſhall we eſcape, if we negle@ fo great fal- 

ws: (3 


18 1 


and urge them to the practice of particular 
virtues; but told them, that the whole of 
their affections and inclinations needed to be 
pointed in a new direction, and even their 
virtues to be new-modelled. I ſhiowed, that 
this, ſuppoſing it done, could not atone 
however for paſt offences, nor wipe away 
guilt already contracted; and that ſin could 
not be remitted out ſatisfaction made 
to the broken law of God; that neither 
could purity of heart, and conſtant obedience 
in future, recover their title to the reward 
of eternal life, which had been at firſt con- 

ferred as a free gift by God, and was now 
wholly forfeited by fin : yet that their caſe 
was by no means deſperate; for we had the 
' tidings to tell, that God had made pro- 
viſion for the complete ſalvation of ſinners ; G 
that he had appointed his own eternal Son, 
m the human nature, to procure for ſinners 
the pardon of fin, the renewing. of their 
minds, and a title to glory, by Ins own obe- 
dience and ſufferings; that in conferring 
theſe bleflings God acts as the ſovereign 
diſpenſer of his own gifts, not in conſidera- 
tion of any merit (for there is none) in the 
perſon on whom he beſtows them; that a 
conformity 
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confomity of our will to the law af God, 
which I formerly conſidered as the ground 
of our acceptance, was itſelf a gift beſtowed 
by God, in conſequence of his having firſt 
juſtified; accepted, and adopted us to be his 
children; that in this great ſalvation wrought 
out by Chriſt for ſinners, love to God and 
man, an abhorrence of evil, and a diſpoſi- 
tion to what is good, were included as eſſen- 
tial parts; inſeparably connected with the 
ed in the ſpirit of his mind, neither are his 
ſins pardoned, nor his perſon accepted with 
God. I urged them to attend to what the 
word of God declared to be their condi- 
tion; not to be deceived with vain hopes 
of recommending themſelves to his favour 
by their own exertions; but as humble 
needy ſupplicants, to apply to him, through 
the merits of Chriſt, for pardon, and the gift 
of his Spirit to make them ſerve him with 
fidelity and delight; to be diligent | in ſtu- 
dying the word of truth, which alone can 
make us wiſe unto. ſalvation; and having 
obtained grace from God. to practiſe dili- 
gently every active and every ſelt-denying 
A and to aboung,; in good fruit, to their 
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coden advancement in holineſs and comfort, 


to the temporal and ſpiritual benefit of their 


fellow · creatures, and to the praiſe of him 
who had called them out of darkneſs into 
his marvellous light. I thought it right of- 
ten to caution them againft judging of their 
ſtate by tranſient impreſſions or emotions of 
which they might be conſcious; but only 
by a prevailing habitual preference of God's 
honour and ſervice to their own gratifica- 
tion, appearing in the vane e their 
ue and abe et AE, £5, 492 
The novelty of his ee anne 
change in my manner of preaching, exci- 
ted attention. People began to think more, 
and ſometimes to talk together, of religious 
ſubjects, and of the ſermons they heard. 
But I did not yet know of any deep or laſt- 
ing impreſſions having been made. The 
two perſons before mentioned as earlieſt 
converted, had by this time got clearer 
views of the goſpel, were enabled to derive 
comfort from the word of ſalvation, and 
began to bear their teſtimony to the grace 
of Sed cheir Saviour. They were in uſe 
of viſiting! occaſionally a poor infirm wo- 
it . bed long walked with God, and 
- +: who 


cal 


FRE * alone in a mean cottagadel 
the neighbouring village. It was propbſed 
chat they ſhould come together to her houfe 
at a time appointed, and that I and ſome of 
my family ſhould join them, and ſpend an 
evening hour or two in reading, converſa- 
tion and prayer. In proceſs of time, diffe- 
rent perſons, who were enquiring after tht 
one thing needful, hearing how we. were 
employed, and believing that God was with 
us, were at their own-requeſt admitted uf 
our party. In this poor woman's little 
ſmoky hovel, we continued to Hild our 
weekly meetings, to Auguſt 1799, when 

ſhe was called away to join the general aſ- 
ſembly of the firſt· born above. Her growth 
in grace had been S * 
her death was triumphant. 30 

In ſummer 1798, the Lord's hu was 
diſpenſed: in our congregatzon, at the uſual 
time of the year. For ſome weeks before, 
Jendeavoured in preaching to explain more 
fully, and with more application to the con- 
ſcience: the nature of the ordinance; and 
the character of thoſe who, under the deno- 
mination wr aegis: were commanded to 
e it. The exhortations and warnings 
at then 
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then. given appeared to be accompanied 
with a divine bleſfng Some of the ordi- 


cor nmunic⸗ nts, judging themſelves to 
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crament: Others; after converſing with me 
eee the ſubject, took the ſame reſo+ 


tively ſmiall number of perſons applying: 
For ſoine years before, the number of can: 
didates for admiſſion each ſummer amounts 
ed to thirty: farty, and ſometimes near fifty. 
In ſummer 1798, er. 
twelve; of whom nine were admitted. The 
ſacrament was diſpenſed the ſame year again 
in November, on which occaſion there were 


only ſix more new nnen * 


neo. 

"Althorgh the aide oh FTI 
wikis thus, for the time, diminiſhed, yet the 
number of thoſe who were brought under 


concern abdut their eternal intereſts was 


ty ive or thirty. Thei knowledge was yet 
;" Te imperfec. 


be in an otciienrirbod fes kept back, of 
1 own accord, from partaking of the ſa- 


ion! Many; of» thoſe who might other- 
wiſe have applied for adiniſſion, forbore to 
apply: I inferred this from the compara- 


re were not above 


þ 


1 23 1 


imperfect. A FEAT! ſhyneſs often binden 
ed them long from diſcovering to others 
what they thought or felt. They had as 
yet no friend or intimate whom they judg- 
ed able, from experience, to underſtand 
their ſituation, or to give them counſel. 
Some of them began to viſit one of the two 
earlier converts formerly mentioned, from 
whoſe reading and converſation they deri- 
ved conſiderable benefit. By means af this 
common friend, they were brought more 
acquainted with each other. One might 
now obſerve at church, after divine ſervice, 
two or three ſmall groups forming them- 
ſelves round our few more advanced belie- 
vers, and withdrawing from the crowd into 


the adjacent fields, to exchange Chriſtian ſa- K 


lutations, and hold Chriſtian converſe toge- 
ther; while-a little couſin; or other young 
relative, followed as a filent attendant on 
the party, and liſtened an. to W re 
ligious diſcourſe. | 
As the; facrament of this Lords A 
had been much abuſed, by admitting, with- 
out ſtrict examination or ſpecial inſtruction, 
all candidates who could give a tolerable 
coal to common 8 and who were 
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free from groſſer immoralities; ſo it muſt 
be confeſſed that the ſacrament of baptiſm 
bad been ſtill more profaned. Nothing but 
dne Kind of ſrandal was underſtood to pre- 
claude à man from admiſſion to this ordi- 
nmance. Groſs ignorance, or immoral be- 
haviour, only laid a man open to ſome ad- 
monition or reproof; or at moſt laid him 
under the neceſſity of procuring another 
ſponſor; but hardly ever hindered the bap- 
tiſm of his child. Nothing ſubjects a man 
to greater diſgrace and pbloquy among us, 
than to have his child remain unbaptized. 
The dominion of cuſtom in this matter is 
ſo deſpotic, that moſt parents would chuſe 
rather to carry their children a hundred 
miles to be baptiſed by a Popiſh prieft, than 
to be refuſed baptiſm when they. demand 
it. The ſuperſtitious notions,” and other 
abuſes, attending our celebration of this fa- 
crament, called | loudly for refqrmation. 
Laſt year, I preached a ſhort courſe of ſer- 
mons on baptiſm. At the ſame time, 
agreeably to a recent reſolution and re- 
commendation of the preſbytery to which I 
belong, I revived the laws of the church 
_ W into di ſuſe, relative to this 


ordnance, 
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ördinance, Parten chat which ptchibii 
private baptiſm: | Act. of Aﬀemb. 1690. X 
Whenever I buptize a child on a week-day, 
whether in the church or elſewhere, I give 
Previotis intimation of ſermon, and after 
preaching I adminiſter the ordinance in 
the preſence of the congregation: By theſe 
means tMiirly have been brought to under- 
ſand better the nature of this ſacrament, 
and to attend to it with more reverence. 
It had been long cuſtomary for the parent 
to give an entertainment, according / to his 
ſation, to his neighhours and connections, 
immediately after the baptiſm; by which 
means this ſacred ordinance, inſtead of be- 
ing regarded as a moſt ſolemn religious ſer- 
vice, had degenetated into an occaſion f 
carnal mirth and feſtivity. The more re- 
ligioully diſpoſed amongſt us have ſet the 

example of diſcontinuing this practice. 
In February 1499, it pleaſed God to call 
home my dear wife, after we had been mar- 
ried little more than five years. She too 
had been growing in grace during the laft 
two years of her life. She laboured for 
Tome months under a gradual decline, which 
impaired her ſtrength, and 1 ſome- 
D times 
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Hives * of Piri; but herSaith and 


truſt in her Redeemer were gn the whole 


uniform and ſteady. Her Aiſmiſſion from 
che body was gentle, without pain or ſtrug- 
gle... Her mgek and humble behaviour, 
her growing love to her Saviour, and the 
joy ſhe expreſſed at the proſpect, of being 
ſoon with him, were bleſſed to the edifi- 
cation of our pious neighbours, who ofien 
called to viſit her. 

Tbe following month, March Is oo. I be- 


| gan a courſe of practical ſermons on. Rege- 
neration, which I continued to the begin- 


ning of July following. Theſe were at- 


— 


tended with a more general awakening than 
had yet appeared among us: Seldom a 
week palled i mn which we did not ſee or hear 


of one, two, or three perſons, breaught un- 


der deep concern about their ſouls, aceom- 


amen with ſtrong convictions of ſin, and 
nquiry after a Saviour. It was a 
ntage to theſe that there were 


others. road before them; for they 
Were ſeldom at a loſs now. to find an ac- 
uaintance to hom they could freely com- 


municate their anxious thoughts. 5 The 
bouſe of one of our moſt eſtabliſhed Chri- 
Pn. ng ſtians 


- © 
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ſtians became the chief reſort of all who 
- wiſhed to ſpend an hour in reading or con- 
verſing about ſpiritual ſubjects. Some who 
had but newly begun to entertain ſerious 
thoughts about religion, and who had not 
yet come ſo far as to ſpeak out their mind, 
would contrive an errand to this perſon” 8 
houſe, and liſten to her talk. She was viſi- 
ted at other times by thoſe who were drawn 
only by curioſity or a diſputatious ſpirit, | 
who wanted to cavil at her words, or draw 
her into controverſy. Such vifitors ſhe did 
not avoid, and at laſt they ceaſed to > trouble 
ben | 

Other e Chriſtians among us x 
have been extremely uſeful to their young- 
er brethren or ſiſters. Their converſation 
and example have been principal means of 
turning the attention. of the young to reli- 
gion, and of edify ing thoſe who have been 
already awakened. Such perſons I find 
. moſt ſerviceable auxiliaries. If they be 
neither prophets nor apoſtles nor teachers, yet 
their uſefulneſs in the church entitles them 
to the appellation of | be{þs, 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
Nor do I think an apoſtle would heſitate to 
ache ge them, both men and women, 
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in the relation of fellow-labourers, Phil. iv. 3. 


Nor has ſucceſs in this divine work been 


conſined - to. inftruments raiſed up among 
ourſelves. The ſame happy eſſects have, in 
a cenain meaſure, attended the preaching, 
the; prayers; | or- conyerſation of pious bre- 
ihren, who have aſſiſted at the celebration 
of the Lord's ſupper, or made us n oc: 
*cafional viſits. 

It is l that the wk of ane 
Sa has been begun and carried on among 
this people, in a quiet manner without any 
confuſion, and without thoſe ungovernable 


agitations of mind or convulſions of the bo- 


dy. or ſhrieking or fainting, which have of- 
ten accompanied a general awakening in 
| other; places. One young: woman was ſo 


much moved in church, in March 1799, 
chat ſhe wept bitterly, and her friends 
thought it prudent to convey her out a lit- 
tle before the congregation was diſmiſſed. 
She was for five or fix days unfit for going 


about her uſual work. In June following, ( 


at the time of our ſacrament, ſhe felt emo- 
e Joys for a fn dad n ſuch a de. 8 
5 „„ 00 _ 
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) 
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humble lively Chriftian, and, except theſe 
two ſhort intervals, ſhe has regularly per- 
formed her ordinary work as a maid-ſer- 


Tag 


affections were unuſually ſtrong in her, and 
ſpiritual objects appeared viſible and near; 
but her ſentiments were quite correct . . 
ſcriptural. A few days afterwards, when 
her emotions had ſubſided, ſhe told me that 


ſhe was at the time ſenſible that her mind 
was ſomewhat unſertled, but that ſhe found 


comfort in recollecting the apoſtle's words, 


If we are beſides ourſelves, it is to God. 
This was exactly her cafe, She continues a 


yant, to the ſutisfaction of her maſter and 
miſtreſs, in whoſe ſervice ſhe ſtill remains. 
Another woman, the mother of a family, 
in April laſt, was ſo much moved in hear- 
ing ſermon, that of her own accord ſhe left 
the church. Excepting theſe two inſtances, 
I-know of none whoſe emotions under the 
preaching of the word'' diſcovered them- 
ſelves in any . ee n 57 _ 
M ot ⏑ ZT 
Having lately ahi an enumeration of 
thoſe of our congregation, whom, to the beſt - 
of my judgment, I truſt I can reckon truly 


enlightened with the ſaving knowledge f 


_Chnſt 
* 


11 


| Chriſt, I aud their number about wing 
The greater part of theſe are under thirty 


years'of age. Several are above forty; fix 
or ſeven above Fifty; one fixry-ſix; and one 
above ſeventy. Of children under twelve 
or fourteen,” there are a good many who = 
ſeeri to have a liking to religion; but we 
find ir difficult to form a decided opinion 


of their caſe. Of perſons who have died 


within theſe twelve months, three we are 
perſuaded/ and we => two or thiee others, 


have ſlept in Jeſus. 
A very derbe number are enn 
to religion, arid” countenance and defend 


the truth, even while they do not, as yet, 


appear to live under its power. A few. 


among ourſelves did for a while jeer and 


deride'the'godly ; but ſuch perſons are left 


in ſo very ſmall a minority, that they have 
ceaſed to be troubleſome. The Scriptures 
too arte fo generally read and referred to, 
that the trutli ĩtſelf ſerves to ſtop the mouth 


of ſcoffers. We are ſometimes told that 


the ſentiments and language of our people, 
are iu miſrepreſented, and are the object 
of much wonder and ridicule and invective, 
* other u But we only hear of ſuch 
eee things; 


ö 


tal 


things ; ; they are hardly permitted to cold 
nigh, us. The chief oppoſition ariſes from 
thoſe who poſſeſs ſuperior - ſcholarſhip. and 
acquaintance with the Seriptures. Theſe 
contend that there can be nothing ſubſtan- 
tial or neceſſary in that experimental know- 
ledge which illiterate perſons may pretend 
to have attained; and that it is mere Afro» 
gance in them to imagine that they can 
have a langer ſhare of faving knowledge, 
than men who are greater ſcholars and bet- 
ter verſed in the Scriptures. , Are we blind 
alſo! 2” has ever been the indignant language 
of carnal wiſdom, of literary Wake and of 
ſelf-righteous 1 PA nt yas 
It is evident that the Serben repreſent 
all mankind as, divided into two, claſſes: 
Theſe are diſtinguiſhed from each other in 
the moſt explicit manner; and the diſtinc- 
tion is marked by the ſtrongeſt language, 
and the moſt ſignificant compariſons. They 
are called the children of God, and the chil- 
dren of the devil, 1 John 11. 10.; the chil- 
| dren of the kingdom, and the children of , 
the. wicked one; Mat. xiii. 38. the juſt and | 
the wicked, Mat. xiii. 49.; they who are 
dead i in rreſpaſks and fins, and they who are 
quickened 
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_ tares; Mar: iii. 257; to good and bad fiſhes; 
Mat. Xii. 44,48. 3 to'theep and goats, Mat. 
| =_ 32: In the general tenor of my preach- 
ty in diſcuſſing the important 


at ſuch a di - have found fault 
with the Preacher; have evttplathbd bf un- 
Gods prerogative to judge the heart; that 


© 


they hoped theirs was good though they did 
not make fuck a parading profeſſion of re- 


gion, Se. The truth has prevailed howe: 


ver; and ſome have confeſſed to me that | 7 
their firſt ſerious thoughts about the ſtate of | 


their fouls aroſe from the furpriſe and re- 
ſentment they felt, on being claſſed, under 
the character of unbelievers, along with 
 miilttlerers arid idolaters, Rev. xxi. 8. But 


in giving ſuch offenſive, though neceſſary 
_ warnings, 1 had much need of the Spirit of 


nig to kepreßs all aſperiry of language 
and manner, to awaken tender compaſſion 
for 


quickenet togdthier acht Chriſt. Toh: th: | 
16. They are compared to wheat and 


ed to keep in view this diſtinctioi, and to 
Exhibit it clearly to the notice of my hear- 
ere Many have been not a little offended 


nt; pleading that it was 


18 
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11 
5 for thoſe whom I addreſſed, and do chalet 
fo ſpeak the truth in love. 


J obſerve among our young halen 1 
conſiderable variety of frames, but a ſtriking 
uniformity of character. They are dejected 
or elevated, according as their regard is 
more fixed on their own deficiencies und 
corruptions, or on the glorious ſuffieieney 
of Chriſt. But all of them are characteriſed 


by lowlimeſs of mind, by a warm attachment 
to each other, and to all who love the Lord 


Jeſus, and by the affections ſet on things 
above. I know no inſtances among them 
of perſons truſting, for comfort or direction, 


to dreams or viſions, impulſes or impreſſions; 
and hardly an nſtunce of ſeeking comfort 


from external ſigns or tokens, arbitrarily 
aſſumed by the enquirer, after the example 


of Abraham's ſervant, Gen. XXIV, 1 4: * of. 
Gideon, Judg. vi: 36,40 
Me have not yet to lament any WO | 

falling off in thoſe who appeared to have 
once undergone a ſaving change. _ There 

may be perſons who were for à time enqui- 

ring, with ſome apparent earneſtneſs, and 
after wards fell back to their former uncon- % 

cel I have reaſon to * that there 


E may 
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be ſeveral in this ſituation, though I 
have not. acceſs to know-the exact ſtate of 
Son minds... May the Lord diſcover: it to 
themſelves in time! But all, ſo far as I 
ow, Who ſeemed to have been once truly 
bumpled far their ſins, and made to feel in 
their hearts the grace of God in che goſpel. 
continue. thus far to maintain à humble, 
* ſpiritual, conſcientious walk. They have a 
_ conſtant appetite for the ſincere milk of the 
word, and for Chriſtian fellowſhip with one 

angther. The younger ſort have loſt their 
bonner leyity of ſpeech and behaviour, and 
are become devout and ſober-minded; thoſe 
more advanced in life have laid afide their 
ſeliiſhneſs and worldly-mindedneſs, and are 


wy Lang humble, contented, and thankful. 


The external effects of a general concern 


85 c "bout religion have appeared in the beha- 


. viour even of thoſe who do not ſeem to have 


experienced a change of  heart.. While the 


younger people attended a Sabbath {chool, 
_ thoſe who were grown) up uſed to ſpend the 
: evening of chat day in ſauntering about che 
fields and woods in goſſiping parties, or vi- 
fiting their acquaintance at a diſtance, with- 


. 5 = * out improving their tine by any profitable 
5 I | * 4 | me ” "Ie 8 exerciſe. | * * 
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* No there is hardly a wi to. 
be ſeen; nor any perſon walking abroad, 
except going to ſome houſe or meeting 
where he may hear the Scriptures read 
Swearing, profane talking, fooliſh and inde- 
cent jeſting. have in a great meaſure ceaſed. 
At late wakes, where people aſſemble to 
watch by the body of a deceaſed neighbour, 
the whole night uſed to be ſpent in child- 
th, noiſy ſports and paſtimes. Even the 
apartment where the corpſe lay was the 
tom, which is ſtill pretty general over a 
great part of the Highlands, is almoſt whol- - 
ty diſcontinued in this part of the dead 
They ſtill aſſemble on ſuch occaſions, but 
they paſs the time in reading the Bible or 
ſome M14 . banks and in mT a 


tion. 


In W to your: pts Ei a *. 
of the more remarkable caſes of converſion, 
which have occurredamong this people, I muſt 
ſay, that I have little uncommon to communi- 


cate. Thave mentioned already; that almoſt all 


our converts have been brought to ſerious con- 
ae and enquiry, in a quiet gradual man- 
o an intelligent obſerver, the n 


* 
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e 
Bo im the converſation, temper, deportment; 


and the very countenance of individuals, is 
ſtriking ; the change too on the general aſ- 


peect of the manners of the people is conſpi- 
| eubus.” The effect is thus, on the whole, 


5 obvious; yet there are few particulars in 
the kaſe of each perſon, which, taken ſingly, 


will appear uncommon, or worthy of being 


daetailed in a ſeparate narrative. We have 
no inſtances of perſons remarkable for pro- 
fligacy of manners or profaneneſs of ſpeech, 


who have been reclaimed from ſuch enor- 


ſeription to be found in our ſoeiety. The 
| change has been from i YYNOTAance, and indif- 


ference, /and* difreli{h- of divine things, to 


 "knowletge; and concern, and ſpiritual en- 


joyment. Neither are there among us ex- 
amples of perſons ſuddenly ſtruck and im- 
-00preſied by fonie-alarming event; or ſingular 

* boy 22 interpoſition. of Providence. The word of 
truth proclaimed in public, or 


or ſpoken in 
private, has been almoſt the only outward 
mean of producing conviction of ſin, and 


| confidence in the Saviour. I every ſingle 
_ caſe, the power of God is viſible, in the ef- 


e ge fect produced ; but ene: is Uo. * diverſity 


j 


( 


j 


( 


around me, I rather wiſh to prevail with 
you, and other friends who know-how: to 


| 
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1 operation.” Pad of endeavoming td 


paint the beauties of holineſs in the ſcene 


n e come and fee | 
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to give a conciſe view of the proſperous 


ſtate of religion in this congregation, for the 
laſt two or three years. We till have the 
happineſs to find, from week to week, that 
the ſame concern and awakening is ſpread- 


ing around, and extending to ſome neigh- 


bouring congregations... Within theſe few 
weeks, perſons from fix and ſeven miles di- 
ſtance have called here on a Sabbath morn- 
ing, under evident concern about their 
ſouls. On a ſucceeding Sabbath, the ſame 
perſons have called again, introducing a re- 

lation or fellow-ſervant, under ſimilar con- 


cern. All of theſe, ſo far as can be judged” 


trom preſent appearances, are in a hopeful 
way. Such is the manifold grace and loving- 
kindneſs with which it has pleaſed. the Lord 
to viſit this corner of his vineyard. I truſt 
that all our Chriſtian brethren, who may 
receive the joyful intelligence, will Join. us 

in 


— 
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in praying that God may continue to wa- 
ter, with ſhowers of bleſſings, this vine 
which his on right hand hath planted;” and 
ed to waſte it, nor worm at the root to {mite 
it that it wither. 
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l Jam, &c. 
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